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Drugs Education Policy

Introduction

The Governors and Staff of Ashgrove Primary School are committed to maintaining a school
environment free from harmful substances.

A drug is any substance which, when taken, has the effect of dtering the way a person
behaves, feds or thinks (Guidance to Primary Schools Misuse of Drugs-CCEA 1996). Drugs
can be classified as.

prescribed drugs: those issued on prescription by a doctor;

legd drugs, incduding solvents, poppers, magic mushrooms, acohol and cigarettes.
(Whilst these are termed ‘legd drugs they ae dassfied within school as harmful
substances); and

illicgt drugs anything that is listed as a contralled drug, induding illegd drugs such as
cannabis and ecstasy; those prescribed by a doctor but wrongly used such as Vdium
and Mogodon; and misused glues, solvents and nitrates which are deemed socidly
unacceptable and harmful.

We live in a society where drugs are common and it is our am to develop in children the
knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to choose and maintain a hedthy lifestyle.

The purpose of this policy is to ensure a consstent gpproach among staff and to provide a clear
statement for parents and other interested parties.

Rationale - Why Include Drugs Education In The Primary School ?

Through the influence of the media and by mixing with older children young people
today are commonly aware of drugs from an early age. They have more freedom than
children in the past and many young people have firgt- hand knowledge and experience.

Anti-smoking campaigns have been rdaivey successful with children and have
assded in highlighting the link between smoking and the use of cannabis. Children
should be given asimilar awareness of other connections and their associated dangers.

Children need to gan knowledge and attitudes that are appropriate to their age and
context, and to develop the confidence in themsalves that enables them to be assertive
and positive when faced with temptations.

We recognise that despite our efforts and the influence of family and church, some of our
pupils will go on to misuse drugs. The school cannot solve society’s drug problem, but it is
hoped that the implementation of an effective programme will prevent or delay the onsat of
drug use.



Overview

Ashgrove Primary School will endeavour to promote a postive, hedthy lifetyle Hedth will
be seen in the context of persond development, socid development and hedth in relaion to
the environment. In Key Stage 1 drugs education it will be taught within topics and in Key
Stage 2 it will be through hedth education, science, literacy and religious educetion.  Active
pupil-centred teaching methods will be used both with whole classes and with groups.

The key person in drugs education will be the class teacher, but it is dso the policy of the
school to bring in experts trained in drugs education to work with children at Key Stage 2.

Procedures For Dealing With Drugs-Rd ated Incidents

In deding with drugs-related incidents the school will co-operate with the police and follow
the NEELB guidance to schools. If drugs are found in the school grounds or on the premises
the police will be sert for.

Staff canot and will not search any person. Staff cannot and will not normdly search a
person’s belongings. In a case of emergency only, the school reserves the right to search a
person and hisher belongings in the presence of a witness. School property may be searched.
Any suspicion concerning the presence of drugs insgde school will be referred to the principa
or vice-principd who may ask pupils to turn out hisher pockets and schoolbag voluntarily in
the presence of awitness. If the child refusesto do so, police and parents will be sent for.

Whilgt awaiting police and/or parents a pupil may be detained using reasonable force. (See
Policy for Safe Handling and the Use of Reasonable Force))

As with other aspects of child protection, confidentidity cannot adways be guaranteed, but in

al cases pupils will be trested sympatheticdly. If the need arises, parents and children will be
given advice on where to obtain long-term support.

Outline Of Disciplinary Measures

The school will dways view drug-taking and the possesson of drugs extremdy serioudy. This
extends to pupils under the influence of drugs in school. A pupil may be suspended for a
period of up to five days plus an extenson in exceptiond circumstances, while an
investigation is carried out.

Parents will be expected to support the school in any action taken. The school in turn will co-

operate reasonably with parents and other contributing bodies as pat of any subsequent
programme of help for the pupil.

The Management Of Solvents In School

Teachers and ancillary daff will ensure that gppropriate care is taken with the management of
solvents in school.  Pupils will not have access to stores without staff supervison.  Guidance



for caretakers is set out in the NEELB Hedth & Safety Manud Section 9. Where possible the
school will use non-intoxicating substances, but where these must be used they will be stored
under lock and key. Our children will not knowingly be given glues containing solvents,
however the class use of any glues, paints or other liquid materias will be carefully supervised.

The Management Of Prescribed Medicines In School

See Ashgrove Primary School’s Policy for the Adminigtration of Medicinesin School.

Training In The Recognition Of Drugs And Their Symptoms

Saff (induding nonteaching) will be traned regulaly in the awareness of drug issues.
Parents will dso be offered rdevant information. The school may use the support of the
following agencies:

NEELB CASS

The Milena Programme

The Hedlth Promotion Agency

The PSNI Drugs Squad & PSNI Community Partnership
Newtownabbey Borough Council

The Responsihilities Of The Drugs Education Co-Ordinator

The co-ordination of drugs education may be done dong with pastord care and/or hedth
education and will include:

monitoring the implementation of this palicy;

ensuring that a suitable programme of study is being taught throughout the schooal;
planning for aff needs in rdation to drugs educeation;

liaang with other professond and voluntary bodies in relation to drugs education;
liaang with gaff on any drug-related incident at school.

Monitoring, Review And Evauation

As pat of the pastora care policy within school, the drugs education programme will be
reviewed each year usng feedback from gaff, pupils, parents and governors. Staff will be kept
up-to-date with training in dedling with both drugs education and possible incidents.



