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ISSUE: 25 THURSDAY 22ND   MARCH 2018 

 

Rights Respecting Schools Article 21 (adoption)  
 

“Governments must oversee the process of adoption and make sue it is safe, 
lawful and that it priorities the children’s best interests.  Children should only 
be adopted outside of their country if they cannot be placed with a family in 

their own country.” 
 

 
 

In school, we work with a range of agencies to ensure that all children in our care can 

access and enjoy their rights.   

 

Upcoming Dates & Events 
Monday 25th March - P6 Shared Education to W5 
Tuesday 26th March -  Ashgrove & St Mary’s Football Match  
Thursday 28th March - Mrs Carberry & Mr Smith to review attendance 
Friday 29th March -  Random Act of Kindness Day 
    Mr Agnew’s last day! 
W/c Mon 1st April-  Science Week!  
Tuesday 2nd April-   P4 Shared Education  
Thursday 4th April-  P7 & P2 Shared Education.  P6 Science workshops! 
Friday 5th April -   P3 to Greenmount, Shared Education 
Monday 8th April-   Cool for School Class Photographs 
    Online Safety Evening 
Tuesday 9th April -  P6 Shared Education 
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What do I do if my child is ill? 
Recently in school, there have been bouts if illness including Chicken Pox and flu.  If 
your child is diagnosed with an illness, which means they cannot come to school, 
please inform us by ringing the Office on the first morning they will be absent and 
selecting the option to explain an absence.    We ask all parents follow this up with a 
brief explanatory note when the child returns to school. 
 
The following guidance is issued in our Attendance Policy, which is available to view 
on our website: 
 

Chicken Pox 5 days absence from onset of rash 
Whooping Cough 5 days absence from onset of rash 
Scarlet Fever 5 days absence from onset of rash 
Diarrhoea/ Vomiting Until symptoms have settled for 24 hours 
Headlice None (treatment required) 

 

(This Information is provided by the Health Protection Agency) 
 

Primary 5 to Greenhill, Residential… 
Information about our Primary 5 residential to Greenhill (Newcastle) was sent to 
parents last week.  Primary 5 will stay for a one night residential on Tuesday 14th 
May.  The final payment of £25 is due on Friday 5th April – thank you to those 
parent who have already made this payment or indeed paid in full.   
 

We kindly ask that parents use the SchoolMoney payment system – thank you! 
 

Primary 5 start Swimming 
Primary 5 pupils start swimming lessons at the Valley Leisure Centre after the Easter 
break.  The classes will swim on the following days: 
 

 Mrs Carberry’s class will swim each Thursday starting on 09.05.19 
 Mrs Luney’s class will swim each Monday starting on 29.04.19 

 
Please make sure that your child brings their swimming kit with them on the 
appropriate day.  Children should NOT need to bring money with them to the Valley 
Leisure Centre.  
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Reading Week… 
Thank you to everyone who embraced our Reading Week so positively.  We were sent 
a super range of photographs of children Reading at home and in unusual places – we 

have included some of them below! 
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During Reading Week a local storyteller (Liz Weir) visited school 

and told stories to all our pupils.  Each afternoon teachers 

swapped classes for 15 minutes and read a story! 

 

 
 

  Thank you to Tesco for donating a £20 book voucher, Eason’s £10 voucher & Scholastic for 
donating 2 books per class (donations will be raffled).  We also mention a special word of thanks 
to Mrs Cluney who donated popcorn to all children P4-7 for their sponsored reading day today.  

 
Sponsorship donations for our Reading Day should be sent to school by Wednesday 27th March.  
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SCIENCE WEEK 

Science week is happening in school during the week commencing 1st April 2019. 

During this week there will be lots of exciting science activities in school focused on 

practical Science and STEM (Science Technology Engineering & Maths). This is part 

of our work towards gaining our Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM). 
 

SCIENCE FACTOR COMPETITION 

During Science Week P4-7 pupils will take part in our SCIENCE FACTOR 
COMPETITION!  Pupils should bring in from home a science experiment to share 
with their class.  Children should bring their experiments on Monday 1st April.  
These will be shared with classmates throughout the week with the top 
experiments going forward to our Science Factor Finals on Friday 5th April.   
 

This is a great opportunity to work with your child to find a simple, fun experiment 

to share will classmates… for straightforward ideas check Pinterest or Dadlab. 
 

 

Easter Holiday!                                                                           

School will close for the Easter break on MONDAY 15th APRIL, 12.00 pm - there 
will be NO lunches served.  School will recommence for the Summer term on 
Monday 29th April at the usual time.  Please remember that a full list of our 
Holiday Dates are easily available on our website under the “Parents” section.  

A Holiday List for the next academic year was included in our Newsletter last week, 

this is also available on our website! 

Healthy Munching March 
Thank you everyone for your support with Healthy Munching March.  The increased 
uptake of healthy breaks – fruit or vegetable is impressive.  By doing this we are 
encouraging our children to form healthy habits making them more likely to choose 
healthy options in adult life.   
 
Next week, all children who have eaten a healthy break for the full month of March 
will go on our Bouncy Castle! 
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Online Safety – Advice for Parents & Carers 
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School Dinner Menu (£2.55 per day) 
Monday 25th  March 

Fish Fillet, Peas, Chips, Mashed 
Potatoes & Tomato Sauce 

~ 
Yoghurt & Fruit 

Tuesday 26th  March         
Chicken Nuggets, Beans & Mashed 
Potato OR Salmon Cakes, Beans & 

Mashed Potatoes 
~ 

Egg Sponge Flan & Custard                                                             
Wednesday 27th  March 

Roast Pork, Carrot & Parsnip, Oven 
Roast & Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

~ 
Biscuit, Fruit & Strawberry Milkshake 

Thursday 28th March  
Chicken Curry, Boiled Rice, Broccoli & 

Naan Bread 
~ 

Carrot Cake & Custard 

Friday 29th March  
Pasta Bolognaise, Sweetcorn & Crusty 
Bread OR Pizza, Salad & Crusty Bread, 

~ 
Rice Pudding & Fruit 

HEALTHY BREAK 
P1-4, 30p per day 

 

Tuesday: Toast, Watermelon & Yellow Pepper 
 

Friday: Crusty, Orange & Cucumber 
 
 

School Crossing Patrol 
I am pleased to inform you that the Education Authority have now set a date to 
interview for the vacant post of School Crossing Patrol Supervisor.  This post will be 
filled in the coming weeks.  This appointment is the of the responsibility of the EA – 
not the school, however the Governors have strongly expressed their concerns about 
the slow progress of recruitment.    
 

 

Random Act of Kindness Day  
Our Ashgrove Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have organized a RANDOM ACT OF 
KINDNESS DAY on Friday 29th March.  This is part of our strong ethos in school to 
promote a kind and nurturing environment where all pupils are valued for their 
contributions to the life of our school.   
 
The idea is simple… give a random act of kindness to someone in school – this could be 
holding open a door, carrying a school bag, telling someone a funny joke, picking some 
flowers, giving a small gift, including others in your game etc.  Please take the 
opportunity this week to speak with your child about how they can show Random Acts 
of Kindness to others .  


