THURSDAY 22"° MARCH 2018

Rights Respecting Schools Article 21 (adoption)

“Governments must oversee the process of adoption and make sue it is safe,

lawful and that it priorities the children’s best interests. Children should only

be adopted outside of their country if they cannot be placed with a family in
their own country.”

In school, we work with a range of agencies to ensure that all children in our care can
access and enjoy their rights.
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. Upcoming Dates & Events ]
* Monday 25" March - P6 Shared Education to W5 .
" Tuesday 26™ March - Ashgrove & St Mary’s Football Match .
3 Thursday 28" March - Mrs Carberry & Mr Smith to review attendance 3
= Friday 29™ March - Random Act of Kindness Day ]
n Mr Agnew’s last day! .
= W/c Mon 1¢ April- Science Week!

= Tuesday 2™ April- P4 Shared Education

L Thursday 4™ April- P7 & P2 Shared Education. P6 Science workshops!

= Friday 5" April - P3 to Greenmount, Shared Education

= Monday 8™ April- Cool for School Class Photographs

Online Safety Evening
Tuesday 9™ April - P6 Shared Education
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What do | do if my child is ill?

Recently in school, there have been bouts if illness including Chicken Pox and flu. If
your child is diagnosed with an illness, which means they cannot come to school,
please inform us by ringing the Office on the first morning they will be absent and
selecting the option to explain an absence. ~We ask all parents follow this up with a
brief explanatory note when the child returns to school.

The following guidance is issued in our Attendance Policy, which is available to view
on our website:

Chicken Pox 5 days absence from onset of rash
Whooping Cough 5 days absence from onset of rash
Scarlet Fever 5 days absence from onset of rash
Diarrhoea/ Vomiting Until symptoms have settled for 24 hours
Headlice None (treatment required)

(This Information is provided by the Health Protection Agency)

Primary S to Greenhill, Residential...

Information about our Primary 5 residential to Greenhill (Newcastle) was sent to
parents last week. Primary 5 will stay for a one night residential on Tuesday 14"
May. The final payment of £25 is due on Friday 5™ April — thank you to those
parent who have already made this payment or indeed paid in full.

We kindly ask that parents use the SchoolMoney payment system — thank you!

Primary 5 start Swimming

Primary 5 pupils start swimming lessons at the Valley Leisure Centre after the Easter
break. The classes will swim on the following days:

e Mrs Carberry’s class will swim each Thursday starting on 09.05.19
e Mrs Luney’s class will swim each Monday starting on 29.04.19

Please make sure that your child brings their swimming kit with them on the
appropriate day. Children should NOT need to bring money with them to the Valley
Leisure Centre.
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Reading Week...

Thank you to everyone who embraced our Reading Week so positively. We were sent
a super range of photographs of children Reading at home and in unusual places — we
have included some of them below!




During Reading Week a local storyteller (Liz Weir) visited school
and told stories to all our pupils. Each afternoon teachers

swapped classes for 15 minutes and read a story!
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Thank you to Tesco for donating a £20 book voucher, Eason’s £10 voucher & Scholastic for
donating 2 books per class (donations will be raffled). We also mention a special word of thanks
to Mrs Cluney who donated popcorn to all children P4-7 for their sponsored reading day today.

Sponsorship donations for our Reading Day should be sent to school by Wednesday 27" March.
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SCIENCE WEEK

Science week is happening in school during the week commencing 1 April 20149.

During this week there will be lots of exciting science activities in school focused on
practical Science and STEM (Science Technology Engineering & Maths). This is part
of our work towards gaining our Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM).

SCIENCE FACTOR COMPETITION

During Science Week P4-7 pupils will take part in our SCIENCE FACTOR
COMPETITION! Pupils should bring in from home a science experiment to share
with their class. Children should bring their experiments on Monday 1** April.
These will be shared with classmates throughout the week with the top
experiments going forward to our Science Factor Finals on Friday 5™ April.

This is a great opportunity to work with your child to find a simple, fun experiment
to share will classmates... for straightforward ideas check Pinterest or Dadlab.
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Easter Holiday!

School will close for the Easter break on MONDAY 15" APRIL, 12.00 pm - there

will be NO lunches served. School will recommence for the Summer term on

Monday 29* April at the usual time. Please remember that a full list of our

Holiday Dates are easily available on our website under the “Parents” section.

A Holiday List for the next academic year was included in our Newsletter last week,

this s also available on our website!

Healthy Munching March

Thank you everyone for your support with Healthy Munching March. The increased
uptake of healthy breaks — fruit or vegetable is impressive. By doing this we are
encouraging our children to form healthy habits making them more likely to choose
healthy options in adult life.

Next week, all children who have eaten a healthy break for the full month of March
will go on our Bouncy Castle!
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Online Safety — Advice for Parents & Carers

WhatsApp is one of the most popular messaging apps in
the world, with more than 1.5 billion people in more than
180 countries using it to send and recelve text, photos,
videos and documaents, as weil as make voice and video
calls through an Internet or Wi-Fi connection, The free app
offers end-to-end encryption, which means that messages
can only be read by the sender and the recipient in
4 chats, or all bers if it ks a group chat, Not

even WhatsApp can read them.

A

= What parens need fo know about ®

WhatsApp

AGE LIMIT CHANGE
Since May 2018, the minimum age for using WhatsApp is 16
years old If you ltve in the € Unlon, including the UK.

FAKE NEWS AND HOAXES
WhatsApp has been linked to enabling the of

Prior to this, the minimem age was 11, which still agplies for
the rest of the world. WhatsApp has not yet stated whather it
will take action against anyone aged between 13 and 16 who
already hold accounts under the old tarms and condition,

such as ddosing thedr account or seeking paremtal parmission.

SCAM MESSAGES
Gecasionally on WhatsApp, people receive spam messages
from unauthorived third parties or from fraudsters
prutending to offer prizes to lucky people,’ Gy

-

g viral rumoury. b india, for example, 2 pumber of
sttacks appear to have been sparked by false rumoans shared
on WhatsApp.

THE ‘ONLY ADMIN’ FEATURE
AND CYBERBULLYING
Cyberbulying is the act of sending threatening or taunting
Ll Mmessages, Voice messages, pictures and videos, with the
aken 10 haart and haamiliate the receiver. The grewp chat and
roup video call features are great for maltiple people to chat

reciplents to click on & link to win a prize. A common scam

in

ly, but theve ks the potential for people to hurt
others with thewr comments o jokes. The ‘only admin’ feature
gives the admin of a group chat greater contral over who can
send messages. Whilst this can be good for one-way
announcements, the group admin has the powes to block

body I o chat,
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CONNECTING WITH STRANGERS w
To start a dhat in WhatsApp, you need to knew the modile
nuamber of the CONtact you want to speak 10 and they akso need
to have the app dowmioaded. WhatsApp can find comtacts by
accessing the address book of a device and recognising which
of those contacts are using WhatsApp. i your chisd has shared
their mobie number with seme- body they don't know, they can
use it to get In towch via WhatsApn,

LIVE LOCATION SHARING
WhatsApp's ‘Live Location’ feature enables users to share thelr
carrent location in real time 10 their contacts in a chat, allowing

friends to show their movements. The feature, which can be
found by pressing the ‘attach’ button, is descrided by WhatsApp
as 3 “simple and secure way to let people know where you are”
Location-shasing is alreadly a comenon feature on other soclal
apps. Induding Seapchat’s Snap Map and Facebook Messenger
and can be a usefal way for a child to let loved conves know they
are safe. However, ¥ your child is In a group chat with people
they do mot know, they wifl be exposing thesr location,
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CREATE A SAFE PROFILE
Even though somebody would need your child's phore number
10 add them as 8 CONtact, as an extra security measuwe we
suggest altering their profile settings to control who can see
thelr profile photo and matus. The options to choose from are
“Everyona, ‘My Contacts’ and ‘Nobody! We suggest selecting ‘My
Contacts” or ‘Nobody” 10 ensure their profile is peotected.

EXPLAIN HOW TO BLOCK PEOPLE

¥ your child has recetved spam or offensive

,—/\«
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remsove this contact from the contact list -
they will seed to be removed froen the phone’s
address book. To block a contact, your child
needs 10 open the person’s chat stream and
tap on the setrings.
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REPORT SCAM MESSAGES
Advise your child not to tap, share or forward any message that
looks suspicious or sounds too goeod to be true, When your
child receives o message from an unknown number for the first
time, they will be given the option to report the number as
spam directly Inside the chat. They can also report a contect or
# growp as spam aing the following steps: 1) Open the chat.
2)Tap oa the contact of group nime 1o open theie profile
Information. 3) Scroll to the bottom and tap ‘Report Spam.”

LEAVE A GROUP
I your child is part of a group chat that makes them fesl
able of hat been added 10 8 group they don't want to
be part of, use the grougs settings to show them how 1o leave.
If somecns sxits a grown, the admin can add them back in oace,
o they leave again, they cannot be added again.

USING LIVE LOCATION SAFELY
I your child needs to use the ‘Live Locaticn’ feature to share
with you e a friend, advise them (o only share it for the amount
of time they need to, WhatsApp gives the options of either 15
minutes, one hour or sight hours. However, your child can
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choose to stop sharing at any time.
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DELETE ACCIDENTAL
MESSAGES
M your child has sent » message to the wrong chat
or if a message they sent has contained a mistake,
they can delete it. To do this. simply tap and bold on
the message, chaose ‘Delete’ and then Delete for
everyone. The app sllows seven minutes to delete the
message after it has been sent. but it ks important to
remnember that reciplents may have seen and screenshot a
message before it was deleted,

SET TIME LIMITS
A 2017 study found that by the age of 14 the average child
will have sent move than 35,000 texts, 30,000 WhatsApp
messages and racked up more than three solid weeks of
video chat. Although it is inevitable that your child will use
technobogy, you can suli set boundaries. This is not easy,
especially since teens use thelr devices for both
schoolwerk and free time. often simultaneously.

WWW.

nationalonlinesafety.com
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School Dinner Menu (£2.55 per day)

Monday 25" March Tuesday 26" March
Fish Fillet, Peas, Chips, Mashed Chicken Nuggets, Beans & Mashed
Potatoes & Tomato Sauce Potato OR Salmon Cakes, Beans &
~ Mashed Potatoes
Yoghurt & Fruit ~
Egg Sponge Flan & Custard
Wednesday 27" March Thursday 28" March
Roast Pork, Carrot & Parsnip, Oven Chicken Curry, Boiled Rice, Broccoli &
Roast & Mashed Potatoes & Gravy Naan Bread
Biscuit, Fruit & Strawberry Milkshake Carrot Cake & Custard
Friday 23 March HEALTHY BREAK
Pasta Bolognaise, Sweetcorn & Crusty
Bread OR Pizza, Salad & Crusty Bread, P1-4, 30p per day
~ Tuesday: Toast, Watermelon & Yellow Pepper

Rice Pudding & Fruit
Friday: Crusty, Orange & Cucumber

School Crossing Patrol

I am pleased to inform you that the Education Authority have now set a date to
interview for the vacant post of School Crossing Patrol Supervisor. This post will be
filled in the coming weeks. This appointment is the of the responsibility of the EA —
not the school, however the Governors have strongly expressed their concerns about
the slow progress of recruitment.

Random Act of Kindness Day

Our Ashgrove Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have organized a RANDOM ACT OF
KINDNESS DAY on Friday 29™ March. This is part of our strong ethos in school to
promote a kind and nurturing environment where all pupils are valued for their
contributions to the life of our school.

The idea is simple.. give a random act of kindness to someone in school — this could be
holding open a door, carrying a school bag, telling someone a funny joke, picking some
flowers, giving a small gift, including others in your game etc. Please take the
opportunity this week to speak with your child about how they can show Random Acts
of Kindness to others ©.
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