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Rights Respecting Schools Article 21 (adoption)

“Governments must oversee the process of adoption and make sure it is safe,

lawful and that it priorities the children’s best interests. Children should only

be adopted outside of their country if they cannot be placed with a family in
their own country.”

In school, we work with a range of agencies to ensure that all children in our care can
access and enjoy their rights.
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Thank you Mr Agnew! Happy Retirement!

I would like to thank Mr Agnew for his many years of dedication and service
to Ashgrove Primary and for making an impact on so many young people and
families. His musical talents and high standards of teaching have truly
benefitted our children and indeed the whole school. Many of our present
parents will know Mr Agnew as past pupils themselves and will have fond
memories of school productions and choir rehearsals!

Mr Agnew will be a special invited guest at our Leavers Service in June.
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On behalf of the Staff, Pupils, Parents and Governors of Ashgrove Primary we
all wish Mr Agnew a long, happy and healthy retirement!
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4 SCIENCE WEEK A

Science week is happening in school during next week! During this week there will
be lots of exciting science activities in school focused on practical Science and STEM
(Science Technology Engineering & Maths). This is part of our work towards gaining

our Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM).

SCIENCE FACTOR COMPETITION

During Science Week P4-7 pupils will take part in our SCIENCE FACTOR
COMPETITION! Pupils should bring in from home a science experiment to share
with their class. Children should bring their experiments on Monday 1** April.
These will be shared with classmates throughout the week with the top
experiments going forward to our Science Factor Finals on Friday 5™ April.

This is a great opportunity to work with your child fo find a simple, fun experiment
to share will classmates... for straightforward ideas check Pinterest or Dadlab.

Our Science Factor Competition is voluntary... this is change for our budding
\ Scientists to get creative! )

Welcome Miss McClune!

On Monday 1* April, Miss Hannah McClune joins our Ashgrove teaching staff and
will teach Mr Agnew’s class to the end of this academic year. I trust that all the
children, parents and staff will make her feel most welcome.

Mobile Phones in school

Just a few weeks ago I put a reminder in our Newsletter about pupils bringing mobile
phones to school. I would like to thank parents for their vigilance and support. We
do understand that some working parents require their child to have a mobile phone
so they may contact them out of school hours. If your child must bring a mobile
phone to school, it must remain switched off and stay in their school bag for
the duration of the school day. If you need to contact your child while they are
in school this should be done via the School Office. Please take some time to
explain these arrangements to your child if appropriate.
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Science Week Events...

Monday 1% April: Scientific Sue taking Science Workshops for all Year groups
Science Factor Competition in classrooms

Tuesday 2" April: Professor Alan Strong (Engineer) visiting P7
Mr Darren Lavery (Engineer & Parent in school) visiting P5
Beverly Gaston (SUSTRANS) visiting P4
Foundation Stage Science Open Afternoon 2.00-3.00pm
Head of Science (Miss Dowds) from Glengormley High will
attend our FS Science Afternoon

Wednesday 3. Dr Johnston visiting P2

Science Factor Competition Continues

P2 Visiting School at the Sea

Science Factor Competition continues

Queens University Medics in Primary School to P7
Friday 5™ April: ~ Science Factor Finall

P3 visiting Cafre (College of Agriculture, Food & Rural
Enterprise).

Mystery Box Feedback
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! Thursday 4" April: P6 Science Workshops (in conjunction with Glengormley High)
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Online Safety — Advice for Parents & Carers
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SIGNING UP W
CORRECT AGE

b d When signing up to TIkTok, you are prompted to input your

gt birth date. If your child inputs their age as ‘under 13 the app
will not allow them to sign up and will be locked for 24 hours.

The app is intended for users aged 13+, so explain that the

rating s there for a reason; to keep them protected from

online dangers. It Is actually possible to watch TikTok videos
without even creating an account, o It's important to check i
your underage child has downloaded the app to thelr devices.

USE THE ‘DIGITAL
WELLBEING' SETTING

I you're concerned about the amaunt of time your child Is
spending on TikTok, In the app's setting, you can switch
on a feature called Digital Welibesng. This Includes ‘Screen
Management’ to limit the amownt of tiene yowr child spends
on the app,
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you or your child see something on TikTok that appeans to b

Inappropriate, they can report content in different ways

the spp. They can report an account, video, commant or chat
conversation by simply tapping Report’ In the app’s ‘Digital
olibeing' feature, also an ‘Enhanced Restricted Mode|
which limits the appearance of videos that may not be
appropriate for all audiences.

AVOID IDENTIFIABLE OBJECTS.
To ensure that there's no way of anyone tracking your chitd's
location or identity, make it chear to them that they should
never film a video i their school eniform or mear a landmark
that gives away wheve they live,

DISCUSS IN-APP PURCHASES

To bower the risk of your child making accidental in-app
purchases, teach them exactly what in-app purchases are and
the risks of making them without permission. Tell them that

are not essentlal to enjoy the app and that if they want to
make a purchase. they should always ask you beforehand. In
the app’s Digital Wellbeing’ feature, there is the option to
disable the function of purchasing coins and sending gifts.




Ashgrove PS... NI Sentinus STEM Finalists

Congratulations to a group of our P7’s who represented Ashgrove in the NI
Sentinus STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths) Competition. They
worked collaboratively to problem solve and had some tough competition!




Reading Week...
Thank you all for your support with Reading Week (last week). We had a

wonderful range of activities- included below... our sponsored Read-a-thon

raised an amazing total of £1,660!

Sponsored Read -a- thon'
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Random Act of Kindness Day...

Thank you all for your Random Acts of Kindness today.. Our Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors visited each classroom and talked about how we can show
thoughtfulness and kindness to each other — just simple gestures to make our friends

feel appreciated and valued.

Healthy Munching March

Thank you everyone who supported Healthy Munching March.. The idea of the
initiative was to refocus our efforts on eating a piece of fruit or vegetable at breaktime.

School Dinner Menu (£2.55 per day)

Monday 1** April
Hot Dog, Beans, Chips, Mashed
Potatoes & Tomato Sauce

~

Yoghurt & Fruit

Wednesday 3™ April
Roast Beef, Turnip, Oven Roast &
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy

~

Cracknel, Custard & Fruit

Friday 5 April
Lasagne, Peas, Crusty Bread
OR
Fish Fingers, Peas, Mashed Potatoes

~

Jelly, Fruit & Ice cream
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Tuesday 2nd April
Irish Stew & Crusty Bread
OR
Ham & Cheese Panini Salad & coleslaw

~

Apple Crumble & Custard
Thursday 4™ April
Chicken Curry, Boiled Rice, Mixed
Vegetables & Naan Bread

~

Cupcake & Fruit

HEALTHY BREAK
P1-4, 30p per day

Tuesday: Toast, Pear & Carrot

Friday: Crusty, Red Grapes & Celery
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